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POLICE — BUDGET 
673. Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS to the Premier: 
I refer to the recent Western Australian Police Union of Workers survey, in which only 2.8 per cent of police officers 
believe that the McGowan government is appropriately resourcing police. Will the Premier listen to the concerns 
of the union and the police officers who are concerned about the damage that his budget cuts are having on policing 
and public safety; and, will the Premier immediately commit to reversing his $250 million in budget cuts? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
Under this government we have expanded the police budget. We put in place the meth border force, which 
comprises 120 officers devoted to the issue of interdicting methamphetamine coming into Western Australia by 
road or sea. We put in place the regional enforcement unit, which is a dedicated team of police officers to deal 
with the shocking road toll in regional Western Australia. There have been additional police officers for that. We 
have also put in place additional officers to ensure that stations can stay open for longer in a range of areas, and 
some stations are able to be in place 24 hours a day. Obviously, we inherited a budget situation with a range of 
embedded savings initiatives put in place by the former Minister for Police, who is sitting over there; those were 
already in the budget. So what the member for Hillarys is objecting to is what his police minister did. That is what 
the member for Hillarys is objecting to.  
This question time I have had two questions demanding more money be spent—one by the Leader of the 
Nationals WA, and one by the member for Hillarys—but they take no responsibility for the $40 billion of debt the 
former government left.  
Several members interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: And then the member for Hillarys groans! 
The argument of the opposition is, “Oh, it was only $32 million”, and that I am including the forward estimates. 
That is the extent of the opposition’s argument. The former government inherited $3.5 billion of debt, took it to 
$32 million, and $40 billion across the forward estimates. Now, anyone who understands the forward estimates will 
know it is extremely difficult to just wipe out $8 billion of spend in the forward estimates and say, “That’s all gone.”  
Mr P.A. Katsambanis: So you take it out of police! That’s what you do—you take it out of police!  
The SPEAKER: Member for Hillarys, I call you to order. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members!  
Mr M. McGOWAN: The member’s question is nonsensical, because it was already in the budget left for this 
government.  
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